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As you walked along Lancaster Road, or New Lane as it was then called,
with Dr J. J. Ridge, you would not have seen very much that you can see
today. According to Dr. Ridge’s notes , “Opposite were the entrance
gates to the beautiful grounds of Laurel Bank House.....Behind... The still
more beautiful gardens arranged in three sweeping terraces from where
Burlington Road now is , right up to Mr. Battlebury’s Georgian Mansion...
To the east, cornfields and grazing land.”
This was the area where our church first began. It was first a mission
sponsored by Christ Church. Dr J. J. Ridge commenced the work on the
very site where the Church stands now. He, with one or two friends were
to be seen holding open air services, an old tree stump for a pulpit, and
his cornet to accompany the singing.
The first building to be erected in the area by the good folk of Christ
Church was an "corrugated iron building" costing about £100, and in
these rather primitive surroundings the work of the mission went from
strength to strength
Again the congregation of Christ Church set to work and a piece of
ground was bought at the corner of Browning Road and Lancaster Road
on which a brick building was erected and named Christ Church Hall
Mission. It was opened and dedicated for public worship in 1885, and
now forms the main body of the present church.
The ‘Institute’ was erected in Armfield Road, and opened in 1909.
There was a large Sunday School, a Band of Hope with 250 members, a
Young People Society of 100, a good Boys Brigade Company ( founded
in 1888) a Guide and Brownie Company, who's first Brown Owl was
Miss Overall, and other youth organisations.
By 1917 the Church decided that with the progress made over the years
and the size of the congregation it was time to find it’s own identity and
move away from Christ Church. The Church was now re-named Lancaster Road Congregational Church and there was a membership of 50-60.
At the time all the Church activities were centred in the Institute and the
Church was later renamed Armfield Road Congregational Church As
early as 1909 there had been dissatisfaction with the original building in
Lancaster Road, later known as the Old Hall and the congregation had

moved to the Institute. As the years passed, the need for a new Church
was more and more necessary.
The Rev. W. F. Elmes set the machinery in motion for a new church to be
built on the spare ground beside the Institute, at a cost of £7,000. This
must have been an enormous plan, for twenty years later at only £2,800
the present church was built.. Our present Church buildings were opened,
free of debt on 21st May 1938.
In 1939 the Second World War broke out, bringing problems, tests and
heartbreaks to the very doors of the congregation in unexpected and more
terrible ways. In God's providence and mercy the church buildings were
spared, though 24 young men who had passed through our BB Company
and one church member died in the service of their country.
The post-war years saw the congregation taking up the reins of service
once again, and re-assessing the situation facing them. It is to their credit
and faith that soon numbers increased and organisations, old and new,
began to flourish with a vigour and enthusiasm which echoed those of the
earliest days of the church. In spite of added difficulties brought about by
changing social conditions and attitudes, and the decline in moral values
and spiritual concern which characterise so much of modern life in our
land, the church has steadfastly held fast to its calling in Christ to preach
His Gospel not only by word but in deeds and practical service.
By 1960 the membership had more than trebled. There was a Choir of 30,
a Women's Fellowship of 100, an Old Boy’s Association of 30 and a
Sunday School with 232 pupils and 48 teachers. There was also the Boys
Brigade, Girl Guides, Brownies, Life Boys and a strong Youth Club.
There has been an increasing awareness of the world around our doors
and its needs, and also of the fact that the church can offer an answer to
these same needs. The new ecumenical outlook slowly emerging in the
various denominations of the Church did not pass unheeded in Lancaster
Road. Therefore, when in 1972 the Congregational and Presbyterian
churches brought years of prayerful negotiation and discussion to a
courageous conclusion to unite to create the United Reformed Church,
our church with equally prayerful foresight resolved to join.
.

This union was the first major breakthrough across denominational barriers
in Britain since the Reformation, a tremendous step towards reshaping the
structure and life of the Church to meet modern conditions.
We are now Lancaster Road United Reformed Church, but our roots go
back over a century to the missionary zeal and enthusiasm of a few dedicated Christian men who saw in our district a call and a challenge from
Christ to witness for Him and serve Him here.
In 1992 the congregation again moved back to the Institute, now called the
Church Hall, while work was done on the Church building. The entrance
was now straight down the middle of the church and a lounge area was
built just inside the entrance. Where once stood the pipe organ, removed
in the early 1960's and replaced with a Compton electric organ, a new
vestry was built with a storage loft above.
In 2007 we installed a video projector and ancillary computer equipment,
and started work on a new sound system. A ramp was also built at the
entrance so that access was now easy for everyone.
2009 finds the Church completely empty for a couple of days while the
carpet had a much needed clean and the old hard wood chairs that had been
there since at least 1937 were replaced with upholstered cloth chairs.
Now in the twenty first century we can sit in comfort and watch the big
screen!!! , as we join in worship.
These notes were taken from the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary booklet, The
Centenary Year Book and extras from Rev. Roy Eames and Jim Holliday
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Additional History
By the Reverend Roy Eames.
The Institute was built and designed by Allan Fairhead, the electrics were
carried out by Gordon Jackson who was an ‘Old Boy’ of the First Enfield
Boys Brigade. It was opened in 1909.
It was designed as a dual purpose building, church and hall. This also
happened on three occasions; in 1910 when the present church was
refurbished, in 1936 and again in 1992 when the church was again
refurbished.. During the first two times the organ placed on the platform
in what is now the large hall, and chairs were set out on Sundays for
worship.
In 1936 people were requested to give money for a brick, their names are
on the bricks to the left of the pulpit. Tommy Hart was Church Secretary
for many years, he always wrote to those who were in the services during
the Second World War. I was one of them. He used to have an allotment
at the back of the Institute, a great Christian man,
In the early 50’s Eddie Little suggested a cross be erected on the wall in
the sanctuary, it was to the same design as the cross in the City Temple,
London. He also obtained the wood for the Institute flooring.
Mention must be made of the voluntary work undertaken by older members of the Boys Brigade, who looked after the boiler in the hall, and the
Church, and generally looked after the maintenance of both buildings
during the Second World War. The fencing around the church was also
carried out by members of the Boys Brigade. They, with the help of their
Captain, Ernie Berkelmans, removed the pile of earth by the side (left
hand) of the church.
My final word on the history of Lancaster Road Church, is that it has
always been, and hopefully in the future will be, known as the Mission
Church, who's outreach through the youth of the church and people
around acknowledge Christ as Saviour.

The original committee named
‘Christ Church Hall Committee’
appointed by Christ Church.
Dr. J. J. Ridge
Mr. F. G. Fitch
Mr. G. Spicer
Mr. G. W. Gowland
Mr. C. S. Skinner
Mr. Phillips
Mr. J. Stribling
Mr. H. D. Vincent
Mr. F. S. Caplin
Mr. N. B. W. Bromley
Mr. F. R. Smith
Mr. J. Bailey
Deacons for the 75th Anniversary
1960
Mr. T. Hart
Mr. R. E. Layzell *
Mr. F. E. Ison**
Miss M. Ison **
Miss M. Dye
Mr. W. A. King ***
Mr A. Grigg
Mr. J. Edwards
Mr. F. French
Mr. E. Little
Mr. Roy Eames
* Organist
**Joint Hon. Secretaries
***Hon Treasurer

Elders for the Centenary
1985
Miss. M. Dye
Mr. L. Moody *
Mr. J. Coleman
Mr. R. Singh
Mr. G. Carlisle **
Mr. B. Warner
Mr. T. Dawson
Mr. D. English
Mrs N. Coombs
Mr. M. Legg
Mr. K. Basham
Mrs. V. Windsor
* Hon. Secretary
** Hon. Treasurer

Present Elders.
Graham Carlisle *
Rita Donovan
Margaret Hobbs
Jim Holliday
Grace Huggett
John Lavers **
Chris Marlow
Les Moody
Maureen Prior
Rudolph Singh
Edwin Stutely
Beryl Woolley***
(as at 1st March 2010)

* Hon. Secretary
**Hon. Treasurer
***Hon Secretary Elect

With apologies to Grace Huggett who was absent at the time this
photograph was taken
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Ministers of this Church
Mr C. Wickerson

1893 - 1902

Rev. A. G. Bryson

1902 - 1903

Rev. H. C. Crow

1904 - 1907

Rev. Weardale Philips

1907 - 1910

Rev. W. F. Elmes

1911 - 1944

Rev. G. A. Woolcock

1944 - 1948

Rev. S. J. H. Gadsden

1950 - 1971

Rev. George Coombes

1973 - 1981

Rev. Keith McRobb

1982 - 1985

Rev. John Wadhams

1986 - 2001

Rev. Jonathan Hyde (Associate Minister)

1994 - 2002

Rev. Alan Abraham (Interim Minister)

2002 - 2003

Rev. David Atkinson

2004 -

