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Minister:

Rev. Mark Meatcher

Email: minister@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3643 0817
Church Secretary:

Email: secretary@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
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Email: treasurer@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
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Email: elders@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
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Email: Hall-Bookings@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3638 0698
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Email: editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Photographs to: pictures@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Web site

www.lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pg/LRURC/

Organisations meeting in the Church Hall, Armfield Road:
Y.P.C.F. (Sunday School)

11.00 Sunday

Lancaster Road Ladies

13.30 - 15.00 Thursday

5th Brownie Pack

18.15 - 19.45 Thursday

5enfieldbrownies@googlemail.com

5th Enfield Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

11 Enfield Guides

19:00 - 20:30 Thursday

11thenfieldguides@gmail.com

5th Enfield Senior Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

B.B. Anchor Boys

18.15 - 19.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Junior Section

18.30 - 20.15 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Company Section

20.00 - 21.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

Bible Study Group (C.L.)

09:45 -11:30 Alternate
Wednesdays

Bible Study Group (C.L)

20:30

th

ypcf@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

2nd & 4th
Tuesdays

Shoppers Coffee Morning (C.L.) 10.00 - 12.00 Friday
C.L. = Takes place in the Church Lounge

Please note that all of the above (Inc. Hall hire), are currently suspended until further notice. However
should you require any information please contact as above.
EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

Our Church Mission Statement.

Whilst every care has been taken in the
compilation of this magazine, we cannot guarantee
that inaccuracies will not occur. The Editors are
responsible for content selection and reserve the
right to amend articles and withhold items as
deemed necessary. Articles submitted after the
deadline date may not be included in that edition
of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.
Should you have any concerns regarding the
content in the magazine or wish to submit an
article for inclusion, please contact us by e-mail
on editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

“As a Church our desire is to worship God
and grow as disciples of our Lord Jesus
Christ. To show and nurture love, joy,
peace and justice in our fellowship,
community and to all people through the
power of the Holy Spirit.”

2

Lancaster Road United Reformed Church, Enfield

Dear Friends,
With St Valentine’s Day taking place on 14th February, we will be hearing and seeing a lot about love
this month and there will be displays of flowers, chocolates, and cards for sale in many shops.
Most people welcome a chance to celebrate love because, whether we are conscious of it or not, love
resonates at the level of the deepest reality within us because it is the fundamental nature of God. Love
should be at the heart (excuse the pun) of the message the Church gives to the world because it is God’s
message to us and is a message the world so desperately needs to hear.
When Christians say ‘God is love’ we are asserting the truth that drives the forces of creation and binds
up its wounds. We’re talking about a power tough enough to take anything on. God’s love is strong,
dynamic, and resilient. When Jesus suffers on the cross, he is healing the wounds of sin and evil.
God shows his grace to us by taking on all the sin of the world and opening a way that we might be
redeemed and become recipients of his intended blessing. When we open our hearts to the presence of
God then his compassion towards us is what our spirit senses and experiences. Matthew 11 v 28-29 tells
us that Jesus said: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and heavily laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls’.
So, as we approach the season of Lent, here are three connected words for us to remember – Love, Grace
and Compassion. These three words characterise how God relates to us, and they also give us values to
live out and to live up to in our own lives.
In my opinion, the whole concept of the love, grace and compassion of God is summed up well in one of
my favourite hymns ‘Here is Love, Vast as the Ocean’, the end of which I will share with you:
‘On the mount of crucifixion fountains opened deep and wide
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy flowed a vast and gracious tide
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, poured incessant from above
And Heaven’s peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love’
Blessings and Love to you all,
Laura
On behalf of Lancaster Road URC
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Services

February

Date

Preacher

Organist

Elders

6th Feb

Mr Terry Silvey

Nathan

13th Feb

Rev. Lucy Berry

Brian

Chris & Janice

20th Feb

Mrs. Laura Marlow

Nathan

Terry & Emily

27th Feb

Ms. Gloria Bujan

Brian

Graham & Clare

Laura

Nathan

Holy Communion

Clare & Jon

March
6th March

Holy Communion

Janice & Chris

At the moment there are NO evening Services.
All services are normally broadcast on Facebook Live. Just search for Lancaster Road URC once you have got to Facebook.

Duty Elders for February 2022
Date

11.15 a.m.

6th

Clare/Jon

13th

Chris/Janice

20th

Terry/Emily

27th

Graham/Clare

Notes

6:30 p.m.

Holy Communion

No Evening Services

Notes

Elders marked in BOLD are responsible for reading notices at that service. Please let
them have any notices 10 min. Before the start of the service.

Elsyng House
On 11th December a small group consisting of Laura and Chris Marlow, Lisa and Martin Hamblin (BHP
URC) and myself (Jim) assembled at Elsyng House to ‘entertain’ the residents with an ‘Older Persons
Nativity’ with some carols and prayers. It was a wonderful time of fellowship and worship and brought
some smiles. After a slow start we managed to talk the receptionist into playing Mary and after a short
while there appeared a few smiles and then a few laughs! We hope to carry on with an occasional
service there. Watch this space!
Jim
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Last Updated on 10 January 2022 by Ann-Marie Nye

The Revd Margaret Taylor has died after an accident close to the
church where she had lead prayers.
After the morning service at Loughborough United Reformed Church (URC) on 23
December, Revd Taylor, aged 88, was struck by a car and later died of her injuries. The
accident took place in Frederick Street and the police have appealed for witnesses.
Revd Taylor was the first woman to be trained for ministry and ordained by the
Presbyterian Church of England.
Accepted for training at Westminster College, Cambridge in 1959, she found herself accepted by her
fellow students. She acknowledged the same was not true of at all theological college principals in
Cambridge at the time.
Like many women of her generation, Margaret did not dwell on the resistance to them in ministry but got
on with serving the Church with such distinction that grounds for opposition grew ever harder to justify.
Ordained in 1964, her first pastorate was Nunthorpe, near Middlesbrough, where she also took on
responsibility for Eston URC.
During her time at Nunthorpe she saw its development from meeting in the village hall to having a
purpose-built new church on its own site. She was also an active member of a clergy group which
participated in the development of religious broadcasting on Teesside.
In 1981, Revd Taylor became the URC’s Christian Education Secretary, and then served as the church’s
Faith and Life Secretary. In 1986 she was called to Doddridge Memorial Church in Northampton, where
she combined local ministry with the role of Training Officer for East Midlands Province until her
retirement in 1999.
She was instrumental in achieving a successful redevelopment of the premises in Northampton as The
Doddridge Centre, providing space for local community organisations and activities, while retaining the
URC presence in that part of the town.
Margaret keenly promoted hymnody and church music whenever she could. She was on the editorial
committee which produced the URC hymn book Rejoice and Sing in 1991 and worked on the indexes for
it. The hymn book benefitted from her eye for detail and accuracy as well as her perseverance.
Revd Taylor was also a strong advocate for the place of children in the whole of the church, including
their sharing in communion. In 2016 she was one of the Jubilee ministers recognised by General
Assembly. In 2018 she was presented with a certificate by the East Midlands Synod.
She is survived by her twin sister the Revd Ella Taylor-Walsh, a retired minister of the United Church of
Canada, as well as her brother, Bruce, his wife Valerie and their daughter Alison.
This item is from the URC Website
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A HUGE thank you to staff and customers at the Co-op who donated food items
they had been collecting in-store for our Food Hub at Lancaster Road.
Tony and I were so pleased to receive these and what a lovely festive photo to
capture the moment.

The next Church Lunch will be at 12 noon on Monday 14th February. Everyone is welcome to join
our happy band of eaters at the Plough, Cattlegate Road, Crews Hill. If you have not already done so
please book your place with Maureen. Either speak with her at church (or Jim) or email:
maureen.prior@blueyonder.co.uk
Look forward to seeing you there….
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Long Awaited Return, and Lockdown at St Mary’s
Kersey, a quiet, quaint, and pretty ‘olde worlde’
village in Suffolk, with its narrow street flanked
by half-timbered, well cared for cottages, leading
down to a ford known as The Splash, and then up
the hill to the church, was a favourite destination
of ours 35 years ago. It seemed about time we
made a return visit!
On the hill is an old road sign with the warning
word ‘CHILDREN’ and a picture of a flaming
torch!! (The local village school is not far away).
Close by, a turning leads to the Village Hall, and
further down is an area ‘Witchfinder
General’ (unknown to me!) was filmed.
Continuing down, is a house built approximately a
hundred years ago, created from farm and commercial buildings, which until 1997 was the
home of the author Ralph Hammond Innes who I am familiar with, owning a copy of his
book not surprisingly entitled ‘East Anglia’. He has also written several novels. The lane
then leads to ‘The Splash’. In past months a number of cyclists have fallen off their bikes
here into the water, some needing hospital treatment. (I understand the state of the surface
has now been looked into). Close to the footbridge is Kedges End. This was the home of
the village horse doctors. Hanging from the edge of the roof can be seen the tail of at least
one, if not more, horses! Up the hill, a private drive leads to where Stay Barn was during
the war. Here rabbits were bred, to supplement meat rations, and then taken to London to
be sold. Another source of income came from the Ancient Houses where the Kersey cloth was made. I
was fascinated by a unique private letterbox for one old house. It stands raised, next to the front door, a
lovely handmade and painted model of an ancient house with a hinged roof for the letters. Another feature
of this street was the profusion of hollyhocks (it was summer when we visited) seeming to grow out of the
pavement and framing doors and windows with glorious red, pink, and white blooms. I had never before
realised how little soil was needed for hollyhocks to flourish! The old village pump, beside a bench on a
smally grassy area, was also surrounded by these lovely flowers. Beyond this is the site of Kersey Priory,
but this is now private. Another notable building is Bridge House. This stands next to The Splash and was
originally a bakehouse. The loaves were collected from houses in the village and baked here. The ovens
are said to still be intact. Over the footbridge is the large fourteenth century River House with its imposing
brick porch. The Kersey Pottery used to be housed in some of its outbuildings. The house sadly now looks
in need of some ‘tender loving care’ and a good deal of money spent on it to prevent further deterioration.
It was unoccupied and ‘For Sale’ at the time of our visit. Up the hill towards the church is the Old Reading
Room, now a private house, and almost opposite, on a thatched cottage is a very old circular AA sign in the
original black and yellow colours (that I remember from my childhood) with the information that London is
64 miles away. Next, a row of red bricked cottages has replaced thatched cottages that burnt down in a
thunderstorm in 1887.
So far, the village and its surroundings had seemed very much the same as they did 35 years ago, but the
church has certainly seen internal changes, although still maintaining its rural, open, light, and reverent
atmosphere. The most obvious differences are the introduction of the information panels, merchandise, and
shrine. I learned that Henry VIII and Thomas Cromwell banned pilgrimages in Britain in 1538. Many
ancient shrines and holy places were destroyed. The shrine to St Mary at Kersey was smashed and the
statues and angels mutilated. However, in March 2020 Kersey Shrine was rehallowed – just a few days
before lockdown!
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Now visitors are encouraged to take a
pebble from a basket provided and write on
it their prayer requests or concerns. Quiet,
soothing music fills an area containing a
large dish surrounded by soft lighting. The
invitation is to leave their pebble in this dish
and take a second pebble away with the
same message. Then, at a later date, be it a
few weeks, months or years, return to the
shrine, give thanks to God, and return the
pebble to the dish.
‘Miracles happen where people look for
them’ – quote from Sister Joanna on
information panel.
35 years plus the recent lockdown has not spoilt the peaceful, reverent atmosphere of this lovely, and to
me, unique Suffolk village.
Marion Burdett

Help needed!
Do you remember the Queens
Coronation in 1953? Have you met
the Queen at any time? Did you
meet her when she came to
Enfield?
Do you have any
photographs, or would you like to
write about your memories for
publication in our June issue?
I’m sure that many of you are
sitting on valuable information
from your past that we would love
to hear about!
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Ben & Friends Suppers for Those in Need
In view of the worsening Omicron variant of Covid during December/early January, the difficult decision
was made to cancel the meal organised for the 8th January 2022. This of course was to be our Christmas
meal.
All guests who have been attending since we restarted the suppers last June were contacted and we were
able to explain the situation and also to check on them and wish them a happy new year. We ensured that
any guests who attended on the evening , because they had not heard of the cancellation, would not go
hungry and in fact one man was able to benefit.
We will contact everyone as soon as we are able to restart and of course our Christmas dinner is still
waiting to be served. Please remember those who benefit from the suppers and the Wednesday Food Hub in
your prayers.

Prayer Tree
Until early December, the prayer tree in the church appeared to have “lost” its leaves for a rather long
time! During the first meeting of the Friday Coffee Morning for many months, we invited those present
who wished, to write a prayer or a thought or something on their mind onto a paper leaf and hang it onto
the tree. We did the same on the subsequent Friday (before unfortunately it became necessary to
temporarily suspend the coffee mornings again) and some of the prayers have been shared at the bible
study groups and during Sunday worship.
Going forward we want to encourage everyone to use this resource to offer prayers that can be shared
during church activities. After all, we all appreciate the power of prayer which is such an important part
of the Christian life. There is no restriction on the subjects and the hope is that the prayer tree will be
laden with leaves (prayers) offered to God.
The prayer tree supersedes the former prayer board. When you write a prayer, please include a date.

NEWS FROM OUR FRIENDS IN UGANDA, BRIDGE OF HOPE
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY.
Dear Friends of BOHCM
As we step into the new year we want you to know just how much your support to Bridge of Hope
Children’s Ministry is changing the lives of children and their families in Uganda.
Just before Christmas all the 146 sponsored children received not only their monthly support but an
additional gift of food from their sponsor. The 24 children living in the two BOHCM homes enjoyed a
wonderful time of celebration with their House Mothers and Aunts and we were able to support 20
additional families who were in dire need of food with sufficient supplies to last them for a month. We
have attached two photos (ON NEXT PAGE) to give you a glimpse of some of the children and families
that you are helping.
The Uganda government has agreed that schools can reopen on the 10th January and this will give us
the opportunity to provide over 300 children with a much needed free school lunch.
Please accept the sincere thanks from all the BOHCM Trustees, your financial support and prayers are
changing lives.
May you have a blessed and Happy New Year. Barbara, Geoff and the BOHCM Trustees.
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Food distribution

© BOHCM

Celebrating Christmas © BOHCM

Keep it up guys… This year we have already raised £22.32 between us and since we started we have raised £1052.68!
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/lancasterroadurc/
Thank You
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Commitment for Life

United Reformed Church

January/February 2022

Moving stories
Committed to supporting | our global partners | in BANGLADESH

Prayer Time

Kamal Gazi’s Story

God, I am angry at the loss of
innocent lives; that people
don’t have enough to eat; at
the police for not executing
justice, with the very rich for
hoarding wealth and then
oppressing the helpless; at the
stupid military forces for
making people homeless. I am
angry with the unequal
distribution of resources
around the world. God, this is
damn unfair! Amen.

Edited from Liturgies from Below:
praying with peoples at the ends of the
world p190. Claudio Carvalhaes

Traidcraft has shared Kamal Gazi’s story, a farmer living in Bangladesh. Kamal
summarises the struggles of his community in just one sentence...
“Our children’s education is in peril; their books have been washed away.”
Just imagine a school in Norfolk or Tenby having all
its books washed away in a flood... These books
represent hope to people like Kamal – an
education, the chance of a bright future for his
children.
Not only climate disruption, but COVID has also impacted on communities
like Kamal's. These hardships make ordinary life more difficult, and poverty
less escapable. Kamal continues:

“Before, I used to work and earn a living only by farming but now I have to
work as a day laborer in addition to my agricultural work. Climate change has
turned a farmer into a day labourer.”

Healing
Racism

By supporting programmes like Commitment for Life and through your
purchase of Traidcraft products, you can make a difference

Pic. Khuku and Kamal Gazi – photo credit: Traidcraft

A child asks Greta, ‘Mmmm…
Why do children look like their
parents?’

Greta answers, “Because of tiny
things inside parents called
‘genes’. Genes tell mum’s body
to make blue eyes or brown
skin. These genes pass from
parents to children and to their
children. Genes don’t pass from
foster or adoptive parents. But
not to worry! Their children get
an extra helping of love!”

suzanne.pearson@urc.org.uk

www.bit.ly/URCFL
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Nightingale Cancer Support Centre
Volunteer Volunteer Co-ordinator (Part Time – minimum 15 hours per
week)
Position: Voluntary
Accountable to: Director

The Nightingale Cancer Support Centre relies on volunteers in all areas of its work and
currently we are looking to recruit an enthusiastic and dynamic Volunteer Co-ordinator to
work on a voluntary basis. The Volunteer Co-ordinator will work to ensure that the charity has
sufficient volunteers to undertake all activities from working to support our clients, supporting our
fundraising events, working in our shops and deploying them effectively.

We are looking for someone who can make a real difference to the charity, someone who
is motivated, committed and highly organised to join our team.
The Volunteer Coordinator will be responsible for recruiting additional volunteers, ensuring
that all necessary paperwork in completed, our induction programme is up to date and

provide ongoing support to volunteers as needed.
We are looking for someone with a passion for volunteering and who has experience and
understand of the value that volunteers can bring to a charity.
Ideally you will have:
Excellent people and communication skills, ability to work with a wide variety of people with
different backgrounds and abilities.
A customer focused approach; able to think about both the experience we provide for
volunteers and how their work supports the charity
A 'can do' attitude, motivated to find solutions rather than get stuck on problems
Work independently but also as a team member
Be computer literate with good IT skills to present data in Word/Excel
Experience of databases would be an advantage.
The Nightingale is an equal opportunity employer.
To apply for this role please forward your CV with covering letter to
joan@nightingalesupport.org.uk
Successful candidates will be subject to an enhanced DBS check and references will be
required.
For further information and apply for an application for contact Lucy McGinn on 0203 911 4156
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The Rules of Marriage
Here are the real-life answers from a group of children:
How do you decide who to marry?
You got to find somebody who likes the same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she should like it
that you like sports, and she should keep the chips and dip coming. – Alan, age 10
No person really decides before they grow up who they’re going to marry. God decides it
all way before, and you get to find out later who you’re stuck with. – Kirsten, age 10
What is the right age to get married?
23 is the best age because you’ll have known the person FOREVER by then. – Camille, age
10
No age is good to get married at. You got to be a fool to get married. – Freddie, age 6
How can a stranger tell if two people are married?
You might have to guess, based on whether they seem to be yelling at the same kids.
– Derrick, age 8
What do you think your Mum and Dad have in common?
Both don’t want any more kids. – Lori, age 8
What do most people do on a date?
Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to know each other. Even boys
have something to say if you listen long enough. – Lynnette, age 8
On the first date, they just tell each other lies and that usually gets them interested
enough to go for a second date. – Martin, age 10
What would you do on a first date that was turning sour?
I’d run home and play dead. The next day I would call all the newspapers and make sure
they wrote about me in all the dead columns. – Craig, age 9
When is it okay to kiss someone?
When they’re rich. – Pam, age 7
The law says you have to be 18, so I wouldn’t want to mess with that. – Curt, age 7
If you kiss someone, then you should marry them and have kids with them. It’s the right
thing to do. – Howard, age 8
Is it better to be single or married?
I don’t know which is better, but I’ll tell you one thing. I’m never
going to have sex with my wife. I don’t want to be all grossed out. –
Theodore, age 8
It’s better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need someone
to clean up after them. – Anita, age 9
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For Registration and Full Details Visit
www.asaphchristiantrust.org
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Tues 1st Feb 8pm
Christ Church House, Chalk Lane,
Cockfosters, EN4 9JQ
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2022 FEBRUARY PRAYER DIARY
Tues. 1st Hope everyone has recovered and settled down to normality (sort of) after Christmas.
Wed. 2nd Pray for any who are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this month.
Thur. 3rd Pray for the 5th Brownies and 11th Guides as they meet this evening.
Fri. 4th ST. VERONICA'S DAY. Pray that you can have empathy and sympathy to someone who needs
help.
Sat. 5th Pray for all people who are mourning or feeling helpless.
Sun. 6th ST. DOROTHEA'S DAY. Thank God for all the beautiful colours and abundance of fruit and
flowers that are beginning to emerge now.
Mon. 7th Pray for all sections of the Boy's Brigade as they meet tonight.
Tues. 8th Pray for the evening Bible Study taking place in the Church.
Wed. 9th Pray for the mum and baby who was delivered on an airoplane returning to Uganda.
Thur. 10th Pray that God will help you overcome fear and walk with you.
Fri. 11th Pray for the 5th Guides meeting tonight.
Sat. 12th Pray for the people of Tonga after a giant volcano erupted causing a tsunami.
Sun. 13th Pray for all who are taking services here or abroad, especially in our own Church.
Mon. 14th ST. VALENTINE'S DAY. Thank God for the people you love and who love you back.
Tues. 15th Pray for the man recovering from a pig heart transplant that the operation will not be long
before it is routine.
Wed. 16th Pray for the 4 people who were taken hostage at a synagogue in Texas that they will have no
bad after effects.
Thur. 17th Pray for the people of Ukraine as Russia is massing troops along its border seemingly set to
invade.
Fri. 18th Pray for persecuted Christians that their Governments will have a change of heart and let them
worship in peace.

Sat.

19th

Sun. 20th
Mon. 21st
Tues. 22nd
Wed. 23rd
Thur. 24th
Fri.

25th

Sat. 26th
Sun. 27th
Mon. 28th

Pray for small businesses still trying to survive now we are getting close to things as they were.
WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE. Pray for those who try and enforce justice in the world.
Thank you God for today, a new opportunity to love, give and be all you want us to be.
WORLD THINKING DAY. Pray for people worldwide that they will be able to get a better way of
life.
Pray for the morning Bible Study taking place this morning in the Church.
ST. MATTHIAS' DAY. Pray for all those who travel around evangelising in public.
Pray for the stowaway from South Africa who survived in the wheel section of a plane when it
landed in Amsterdam.
Pray for the food hub as it continues to help those in need.
Pray for charity shops that they can keep up with demand.
Pray for the residents of Morley Hill.

Please remember that submissions for March issue need to be with
the editor by Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at the latest.
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