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Minister:

VACANT

Email: minister@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3643 0817
Church Secretary:

Email: secretary@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Church Treasurer;

Email: treasurer@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Church Elders

Email: elders@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Letting's Officer:

Email: Hall-Bookings@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3638 0698
Contact Magazine Editors:

Email: editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Photographs to: pictures@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Web site

www.lancaster-road-urc.org.uk
Facebook

www.facebook.com/pg/LRURC/

Organisations meeting in the Church Hall, Armfield Road:
Y.P.C.F. (Sunday School)

11.00 Sunday

ypcf@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

Lancaster Road Ladies

13.30 - 15.00 Thursday

Lancaster-ladies@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

5th Brownie Pack

18.15 - 19.45 Thursday

5enfieldbrownies@googlemail.com

5th Enfield Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

11th Enfield Guides

19:00 - 20:30 Thursday

11thenfieldguides@gmail.com

5th Enfield Senior Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

B.B. Anchor Boys

18.15 - 19.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Junior Section

18.30 - 20.15 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Company Section

20.00 - 21.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

Bible Study Group (C.L.)

09:45 -11:30

Bible Study Group (C.L)

20:30 2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Bible-Tuesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

Coffee Morning (C.L.)

10.00 - 12.00 Friday

coffee@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

Alternate Wednesdays Bible-Wednesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

C.L. = Takes place in the
Church Lounge

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

Our Church Mission Statement.

Whilst every care has been taken in the
compilation of this magazine, we cannot guarantee
that inaccuracies will not occur. The Editor is
responsible for content selection and reserves the
right to amend articles and withhold items as
deemed necessary. Articles submitted after the
deadline date may not be included in that edition
of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.
Should you have any concerns regarding the
content in the magazine or wish to submit an
article for inclusion, please contact us by e-mail
on editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

“As a Church our desire is to worship God
and grow as disciples of our Lord Jesus
Christ. To show and nurture love, joy,
peace and justice in our fellowship,
community and to all people through the
power of the Holy Spirit.”
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EDITORIAL
This month the Queen makes history by celebrating her Platinum Jubilee. She is the longest reigning
monarch in British history (70 years compared with Victoria’s 63 years). Up until recently she attended
church every week and did a full week’s work!
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in her life. Even before she
became Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that
my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21
April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In 2002 she said this: ‘I know
just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new
beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to
give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.’ Here are wise words from
somebody who draws her strength from the Christian Faith and inspiration for those of us who want to
make our lives count!
We join with millions across Britain and the Commonwealth who thank God for Queen Elizabeth’s
dedication, wisdom, and steadfastness over the past seven decades. For more details of what is
happening at our church over the jubilee weekend go to page 11.
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on behalf of others all her life. Six
months before her coronation she asked the nation and commonwealth to ‘pray that God may give me
wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve
Him and you, all the days of my life.’ Clearly, God has answered those prayers!
This months editorial was written by Lisa Hamblin of Bush Hill Park URC. Thanks Lisa

Christian Aid spends £8m from British people to help Ukraine
The international development agency, Christian Aid, will spend £8m on vital supplies over the next six months to help the
Ukrainian people.
The money comes from donations to DEC, the Disasters Emergency Committee, that has raised more than £300m for Ukraine.
That’s around £3 on average donated by every person in the UK.
Through its local partners, Christian Aid has already provided medical supplies, first aid kits, baby incubators as well as food
and shelter for refugees in Ukraine and Hungary.
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Services for June 2022
5th
12th
19th
26th

11:15
Holy Communion

6:30

Rev. Martin Legg
Mr. Terry Silvey
Mrs Laura Marlow
Mr Barrie Thompson

Joint Service with Parish of Clay

Duty Elders June 2022
11:15 am

Notes

5th

Clare Lock and Emily Marlow

Holy Communion

12th

Beryl Woolley and Chris
Marlow

Family service

19th

Emily Marlow and Jon Locke

26th

Chris Marlow and Emily
Marlow

6:30 pm

Notes

Clare Locke

Joint Service with Parish of Clay Hill

Please note that messages, notices etc. to be read out at the start of services must be with the duty elder at least 15 min
before commencement of the service, or via email asap.
Thank you.

Just a reminder from Eddie Boon of the Synod Prayer Meeting dates
taking place at 10am on the following Wednesdays on Zoom (same
link as previously) or in person at Lumen, 88 Tavistock Place, WC1H
9RS :
Wednesday June 15th
Wednesday July 13th
Please register your planned attendance at
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discipleship-matters-tickets-320591286167?keep_tld=1 and
you will then receive more details and information about the Zoom meetings.

FRIDAY MORNING COFFEE ROTA
Friday June 3rd............................. Terry
"

June 10th........................... Rachel, and I will help

"

June 17th.......................... Graham and Marilyn

"

June 24th.......................... T.B.C.
4

Lancaster Road United Reformed Church, Enfield, EN2 0BS

June ‘Contact’ Magazine

Message from Mark and Melanie.
Dear Friends,
We thought you’d appreciate it if we dropped you a short note to let you know how it’s going so far on
the other side of the world!
Firstly, you’ll be pleased to know that the weather (a great British topic) is very predictable in Suva – in
that it is completely unpredictable! In our first two weeks here we had hot sunny weather every single
day, so much so that we told the Fijians that we did not believe the stories about it raining every other
day here.
This was a big mistake as we then went for a walk to find a local shopping centre, we got a little way down
the road and then very quickly discovered what torrential rain really meant!
Since then it feels very much as if we have been in a cycle of hot sun and rain, but we have managed to
work out a reasonable walking route to cool ourselves down once the heat of the day has eased a little –
we’re not sure if this will work in the long run though!
Secondly, we are settling into our new roles in different ways. Melanie has found it easier than Mark to
deal with things as there has been a few minor issues to sort out straight away which has meant that she
has been able to have useful conversations with staff.
Unfortunately, because of illness, bereavements and workshops in other locations (for other staff and
consultants) Mark has not found it as easy to talk to his work colleagues about what needs doing.
We have both been working on our own induction programme, inviting other faculty members to share a
coffee and chat with us so we can learn about their roles and how we might be able to work with them as
the college moves forward with its plans to become a University over the next four years.
Thirdly, we have discovered that the world is a very small place.
We were in a supermarket on a Thursday evening recently when someone came up to us having
recognized us from being in the church they attend the previous Sunday. After a short introduction we
discovered that the couple we were talking to knew Sylvia Coombs (from Christ Church, Enfield) incredibly
well, one of them having been taught by her and the other being looked after by Sylvia when she was a
little girl! We have since found out that we will be working closely with them through their links with the
Pacific Conference of Churches, amongst other things.
Hoping and praying that all are well, and remembering those who are no longer with us.
Mark and Melanie

Rev Melanie and Rev Mark with the Principal of the
Pacific Theological College, the Rev Professor Dr Upolu
Luma Vaai. Picture taken by Theresa Fox
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A COUPLE OF MEMORIES OF HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II
From Grace -The Queen's Visit to Enfield
"I remember the day so well. My grandson (who was about 18 months old then) and I walked to Baker
Street near to the junction with Gordon Road and we waited for the Queen to come along after visiting
our Market Square and talking to the Stall-holders there.
We all waved her as she passed by and she waved to us in return. A lovely moment, never forgotten.

From Alison—HM The Queen's Visit to Addenbrooke's
"Here is a photo of me on duty when I worked for Cancer Research UK. The Queen opened new
laboratories on the Addenbrooke's site at Cambridge in 2007 and the donor is presenting to the
Queen. I was in the background ensuring everything ran smoothly! This was a memorable day, the
culmination of months of hard work!
I also had the privilege of being introduced to the
Queen in 2002 at a Reception at Buckingham Palace,
again for Cancer Research UK.

Alison Grant

"Here is a photo of me on duty when I worked for Cancer Research UK. The Queen opened new
laboratories on the Addenbrooke's site at Cambridge in 2007 and the donor is presenting to the
Queen. I was in the background ensuring everything ran smoothly! This was a memorable day, the
culmination of months of hard work!

Synod Executive

Currently Thames North Synod has 4 vacancies on the Synod Executive. If you wish to make any
nominations or if you are aware of anyone who is interested, please let the Moderator’s P.A. know
(modpa@urcthamesnorth.org.uk). We are looking for a good spread across the LAGs as well as a
spread of ages, gender, ethnicity and balance between ministers and elders. It would be helpful
amongst that number to have people with Mission, Finance or Human Resources experience to
complement the skills already on the Executive. The Executive meets five times a year on Saturday
mornings, currently online. The Moderator would be happy to discuss further with anyone who wants
more information.
Please pass on any nominations by Friday 10 June 2022. This deadline might be before your next
LAG meeting, so feel free to circulate amongst LAG members. There is no requirement that
nominations need to be agreed by the LAGs.
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Eddie will also be pleased to answer any questions you might have and you can contact him
via disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org.uk If you are struggling to register via Eventbrite I can
give you the Zoom link direct.
As reported at our recent Synod meeting we will also be holding an 'Imagine Church
Envisioning Day' on Saturday 5th of November so please keep that day free and come along
and also consider whether your congregation could be part of the group of ten to participate
in our

If you are a busy activist, a passionate disciple, a minister, and/or engaged in community
ministry (however you might chose to interpret that term), and need a space to meet with
others, to be inspired and to be open and honest about current difficulties, and to seek
support from each other in living through these challenging times, then please sign up for the
third series of monthly Zoom sessions, brought to you by Church Action on Poverty and the
URC's 'New Reality Same Mission' group (CRCW, Church & Society, Children’s & Youth,
Walking the Way).
Sign up to receive further information and reminders for each session here https://
forms.gle/9kdPpVtQgy1PRqiu9
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Answers on page 11
EASY

MEDIUM
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Now China bans mentioning ‘Christ’ on the internet
The Chinese authorities have recently banned a church from using the word Christ on the Internet.
In the latest crackdown on religious freedom in China, the authorities picked up on the use of the word Christ in a WeChat
post published by the Early Rain Covenant Church – a regular target for the Chinese authorities.
The church’s WeChat account ran a book review group where members recommended book titles and voted on their
favourites. The latest posting included the Christian classics The Imitation of Christ by Thomas à Kempis and Exposition of
the Christian Faith by Saint Ambrose.
But WeChat’s censorship team, prompted by new government regulations, fired back the following:
Chr*st. ‘The word “Christ” you are trying to publish violates regulations on Internet Information Services, including, but
not limited to the following categories: pornography, gambling, drug abuse, incitement.’
So, in today’s China, it seems that Jesus Christ is lumped in with porn, drugs and rabble-rousing. So says Paul Robinson, the
CEO of Release International, which supports persecuted Christians worldwide.
The tough new regulations intended to clampdown on churches using the Internet came into effect on 1 st March, 2022. The
ban prevents any organisation or individual from posting religious information on the Internet without first obtaining the
permission of their provincial government. It bans religious groups, schools and organisations without valid permits from
conducting online sermons.
The rules effectively ban any live streaming, publication of sermons, reposting of religious content or any form of online
religious education without government permission – and thereby government control.

Tuesday Evening Bible Discovery Group
The Tuesday evening Bible Discovery Group is to start a new study guide based on Colossians
& Philemon.
The meetings are held in the Church Lounge at 8.15pm - topics and dates for the new study
guide are as follows:

Session
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Topic
Letter from a Famous Stranger
Thanks & Prayer
Jesus Is Supreme
Growing Pains
No Additions Needed
No meetings in August
New Life
New Lifestyle
At Home & on the Job
Making the Most of Opportunities
Mending Fractured Relationships

Dates for 2022
May 31st
June 14th
June 28th
July 12th
July 26th
September 6th
September 20th
October 4th
October 18th
November 1st

All are welcome to join us and please feel free to come to just a few dates if it is not
possible to attend them all. The sessions are informal and are an ideal opportunity
for us to develop our faith together.
If you require any further information please contact Terry D.
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FLOWER ROTA FOR JUNE

Photo by Mathew Schwartz on Unsplash

Thanks to all at Church for the card and flowers delivered to me by Clare for my 80 th birthday on April
12th it was so nice of you to remember me, thanks also for your individual cards. It was good to have
Janet with me at home to celebrate, unfortunately the celebrations were cut short when Janet was
taken to hospital on 16th April. We did however make the most of those last few days at home
together and your cards and flowers helped make it special for both of us.
Many thanks
Terry.
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Thank you, thank you………

On behalf of Terry, Mark, Helen, Clare and Ruth a big thank you for your cards, prayers and support
during Janet’s brave positive fight against Pancreatic Cancer which she succumbed to at Barnet Hospital
on Friday 22nd April, peacefully, with family members around her.
Thank you also for the cards and flowers delivered by Clare on behalf of the church and for your
individual cards, support and prayers since Janet’s passing.
Thank you also for joining the family at our church on 17 th May to ‘Celebrate the Life of Janet’ and for
being with us for refreshments at the hall afterwards. Our thanks to our friend Rev’d Martin Legg for
officiating at the service and prior to that, at the Crematorium.
Janet is now at peace with her maker but will be missed so much by friends and family; Janet was a
loving, caring, patient and supportive wife and mother and wonderful companion; she will always be in
our hearts and happy memories will remain forever.
God Bless you all,
Terry, Mark, Helen, Clare and Ruth

BEN & FRIENDS
1st Enfield Boys Brigade
celebrated the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee by
making bunting, windmills
and icing cakes. They also
made Leader Valerie
Queen for the evening to
celebrate her birthday by
making her a crown and
presenting her with a
birthday card.

On Sat 23rd April we held our Christmas Supper for the
disadvantaged and Homeless. It was very well attended
and music a sing was supplied by Chris and Laura Marlow.
Above is a group photograph of some who attended along
with some of the helpers.

Thanks to all those that attended or helped in anyway.

Thank You
A big thank you to everyone who sent cards, gifts, gave me lifts and did shopping over the
past few weeks after my surgery.
I am so grateful.
You have all been wonderful.
Maureen
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A Saint, A Nursery Rhyme, and Much More!
‘Oranges and lemons say the bells of St Clement’s, you owe me five farthings say the bells of St Martin’s,
etc’
I am sure that most of us are familiar with this nursery rhyme and have probably joined in the singing and
actions associated with the song. What I did not realise was that the fifth verse: ‘When will that be? Say
the bells of Stepney’ refers to the Church of St Dunstan’s and All Angels in Stepney, London, which was
said to be built by St Dunstan, whose Saint’s Day is celebrated on 19 May. It is also said that when his
mother, Cynethryth, was pregnant with him, during a Candlemas Service (2 February) all the candles blew
out, but suddenly a flame appeared on Cynethryth’s candle, enabling everyone to relight their candles.
Cynethryth saw this as God’s message that the baby, Dunstan, would be a ‘Minister of Eternal Light’.
Dunstan was born in 909 in Baltonsborough, three miles from Glastonbury. His family had royal
connections and he travelled to school in Glastonbury by boat. He was a quick learner and a gifted painter.
He was also very good at lettering, metal and woodwork, and making sculptures. He spent some time
working as a blacksmith. A story goes that the Devil was angry with Dunstan successfully telling so many
people about Jesus. He visited Dunstan at his forge, dressed as a beautiful woman and tried to distract
Dunstan by laughing, joking, and dancing, but Dunstan did not look up from his work. Eventually the
Devil’s skirts swirled up so high that his hooves could be seen underneath. Dunstan took a pair of hot
tongs from his fire and clamped them on the Devil’s nose! The Devil returned as a horse rider and asked
Dunstan to shoe his horse. Instead, Dunstan attached a horseshoe to the Devil’s hoof and made him
promise never to enter a house where a horseshoe is hung over the door. Hence, some people still consider
it lucky, even today, to have a horseshoe over, or on, their door.
Another of Dunstan’s talents was music, both playing the harp and composing music. Another story tells
that a churchgoer asked him to design a stole that she could embroider in gold thread for the church.
Whilst at her house, showing her his design, his harp, which he had taken with him, and hung on her wall,
began to play the tune to ‘the souls of the saints who have followed in the footsteps of Christ rejoice in
Heaven’. Dunstan thought this to be the angels invisibly playing his harp, giving him a sign for his future,
telling him not to be afraid of suffering for his faith.
Dunstan’s uncle, Athelm, was Archbishop of Canterbury and in 921 sent for Dunstan to be trained as a
page-boy. He went to be a courtier with King Athelstan, and later to work for another relative, the Bishop
of Winchester. He then fell ill and upon recovering decided to become a priest. In 943 he was ordained,
went to live in Glastonbury and became Abbot and Bishop of Winchester. In 960 he became Archbishop
of Canterbury. He died in 988 after establishing many schools and churches.
I have just heard of another church of St Dunstan, this time at Hunsdon, Herts. Another one to add to my
list of places to visit. With so many different connections in so many different areas of the country, how
had I not heard these stories about St Dunstan before?

PENTECOST, also known as Whit Sunday
(50thday after Easter) .
Major festival in the Christian church, celebrated on the Sunday that falls on the 50th
day of Easter. It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and
other disciples following the Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ
(Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2), and it marks the beginning of the Christian church’s
mission to the world.
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June 2022
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

1

2

3

4

5

Food Hub
10:00 until
12 noon

Lancaster
Ladies in the
small hall

Coffee
morning in
the Church

1:30—3:00

10-12

Morning
Service 11:15

Jubilee
Picnic Hall
Gardens
12:30

6

7

8

9

10

Toddlers and
Parents
Small Hall

Food Hub
10:00 until
12 noon

Coffee
morning in
the Church

1:00—2:30

Bible Study,
Church
Lounge
10:00

10-12

13

14

Toddlers and Bible Study in
Parents
Church Lounge
Small Hall
at 8:15 pm
(Thanks and
1:00—2:30
Prayer)

20

21

15

16

Food Hub
10:00 until
12 noon

17

23

24

Food Hub
10:00 until
12 noon

Coffee
morning in
the Church

1:00—2:30

Bible Study,
Church
Lounge
10:00

10-12

28

Toddlers and Bible Study in
Parents
Church Lounge
Small Hall
at 8:15 pm
(Jesus is
1:00—2:30
Supreme)

18

29

30

Food Hub
10:00 until
12 noon

16

19
Morning
Service 11:15
Evening
Service 6:30

10-12

22

12
Morning
Service 11:15

Coffee
morning in
the Church

Toddlers and
Parents
Small Hall

27

11

25

26
Morning
Service 11:15
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2022 JUNE PRAYER DIARY.
Wed. 1st
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

Wed. 8th
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.

9th
10th
11th
12th
13th

Tues.

14th

Wed. 15th
Thur.

16th

Fri.

17th

Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.

18th
19th
20th
21st

ST. NICODEME'S DAY. Pray for undertakers and grave diggers as they have the unenviable and
sensitive task of looking after those who have died.
Pray for the Lancaster Ladies meeting to enjoy the Queen's Platinum Jubilee with an afternoon tea.
Pray for the Queen that she will be well enough to attend and enjoy the Jubilee Celebrations.
Pray for any folk with a birthday or an anniversary this month.
ST. BONIFACE'S DAY. Pray for those who stand up for God in adverse situations.
Pray for the Somali market traders who have lost their livelihoods due to an electric blaze.
Pray that the rail strike will not take place and a resolution will be reached.
WORLD BRAIN TUMOUR DAY. Pray for those suffering that they can get the help and medicine they
need.
Pray for the families of the 4 drowned migrants and the 10 missing off Tunisia's coast.
ST. BARNABAS' DAY TOMORROW. Pray for all giving and receiving consolation.
HOMELESS SUPPER. Pray for the people who attend and for the helpers.
TRINITY SUNDAY. We celebrate the 3 persons of God in one, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Pray for the Boys Brigade meeting this evening.
WORLD BLOOD DONOR DAY. Pray for those who give blood so others who need transfusions can have
it when needed.
Pray for the people of Gabon who are asking for help to keep the forests and mangroves safe as they
absorb most of the world's excess carbon.
Pray for the 5th Brownies and 11th Guides meeting tonight.
ST. ALBAN'S DAY. Thank God for clean water when so many people have to walk miles to collect it
from a dirty pond or river.
Pray for the 8 miners who have been trapped for 1 month in Burkino Faso, and their families .
FATHERS' DAY. Pray for father's and grandfathers that they will be good role models for their children.
WORLD REFUGEE DAY. Pray for all refugees trying to reach safety at the expense of their own lives.
Pray for the 2 killed and many thousands left without electricity after a cyclone in Uruguay/Brazil.

Wed. 22nd Pray for the families of the 4 drowned migrants and the 10 missing off Tunisia's coast.
Thur. 23rd Pray for those caught up in the awful floods in India and Bangladesh who have lost everything.
Fri.
24th Pray for the 5th Guides meeting tonight.
Sat.
25th Pray for all the volunteers manning the free fruit and veg stalls around the country.
Sun.

26th Pray for the pilots and all who keep the air ambulances in the air that they will have enough money to
keep running this important service.

Mon. 27th Pray for the people trying to make dams to keep water for the animals after 70 elephants died in the
Kenyan drought last year.
Tues. 28th Pray for the evening Bible Study taking place in the Church Lounge.
Wed. 29th ST. PETER'S DAY. Pray for evangelists as they go out into the world to become fishers of men.
Thur. 30th Pray for the residents of Clay Hill and those who work in the nurseries.
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PRESS ASSOCIATION / Danny Lawson
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