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Organisations meeting in the Church Hall, Armfield Road:
Y.P.C.F. (Sunday School)

11.00 Sunday

ypcf@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

Lancaster Road Ladies

13.30 - 15.00 Thursday

Lancaster-ladies@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

5th Brownie Pack

18.15 - 19.45 Thursday

5enfieldbrownies@googlemail.com

5th Enfield Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

11 Enfield Guides

19:00 - 20:30 Thursday

11thenfieldguides@gmail.com

5th Enfield Senior Guides

19.00 - 21.00 Friday

guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk

B.B. Anchor Boys

18.15 - 19.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Junior Section

18.30 - 20.15 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

B.B. Company Section

20.00 - 21.30 Monday

1stenfieldbb@gmail.com

Bible Study Group (C.L.)

09:45 -11:30

Bible Study Group (C.L)

20:30 2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Bible-Tuesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

Coffee Morning (C.L.)

10.00 - 12.00 Friday

coffee@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

th

Alternate Wednesdays Bible-Wednesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

C.L. = Takes place in the
Church Lounge

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER

Our Church Mission Statement.

Whilst every care has been taken in the
compilation of this magazine, we cannot guarantee
that inaccuracies will not occur. The Editor is
responsible for content selection and reserves the
right to amend articles and withhold items as
deemed necessary. Articles submitted after the
deadline date may not be included in that edition
of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.
Should you have any concerns regarding the
content in the magazine or wish to submit an
article for inclusion, please contact us by e-mail
on editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk

“As a Church our desire is to worship God
and grow as disciples of our Lord Jesus
Christ. To show and nurture love, joy,
peace and justice in our fellowship,
community and to all people through the
power of the Holy Spirit.”
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Let’s welcome everyone who wants to join our celebration of
the best news the world has ever known – that God sent his
Son into the world to die for us, so that we could call God our
Father, too. What can be better news than that?
(c)Anne Coomes and the Parish Pump Team

Dear Friends,
How quickly 2021 has sped by! At least that is the way that it has seemed to me. Here we are now just a few
weeks before Christmas. How are your preparations going? Are you the type of person who starts planning in
January, or is everything a last minute rush? I suspect that, despite my best intentions, I fall into the latter category!
Does the thought of Christmas fill you with excited anticipation, or a sense of panic and anxiety? In 2020 most of us
had to have a very different Christmas season because of Covid 19. No drinks with friends and neighbours, no
school or office parties, no large family gatherings. Limited access to shops to buy gifts and food and no Boxing
Day sales, unless you went online. However, did you in fact, (secretly, maybe) prefer this simpler, less hectic way of
celebrating? After all, Christmas began very simply - a baby born in a stable and placed in an animal food trough
as a cradle. There were celebrations of course – a host of heavenly angels singing in the sky; shepherds praising
God and wise men travelling hundreds of miles to bring expensive gifts for the child. However, the focus was
entirely on Jesus.
The four weeks of Advent provide us with an opportunity to prepare spiritual for Christmas and remember what this
season is really all about. We look back in celebration to Jesus coming at the first Christmas and forward in
expectation to his second coming.
The Bible Study Group* has just started a book of reflections entitled ‘Unexpected Jesus’ by Anna Robbins,** for the
Advent season. It begins by talking about how ‘not as expected’ experiences can be positive and negative. In the
case of Jesus’ life, he totally exceeded the expectation of what he would be and do. For some, though, like the
Pharisees, he was the total opposite of what they thought a Messiah should be and that is why they rejected him.
For others, the poor, disabled and disadvantaged he was the best news ever. But all those who met him ‘never left
unchallenged or unchanged. For many, the encounter carried the potential of total and unexpected transformation.’
We are asked in the book, ‘What are your expectations this Advent?’ Reference is made to the words of the 18th
century poet Alexander Pope:
‘Blessed are those who expect nothing, for they will never be disappointed.’
How true!
So, should we be raising our expectations of what we can receive from God, our loving Father? Are we trusting him
to be with us and to provide the strength and guidance for whatever we have to deal with in the coming months,
whether as individuals or churches? Are we ready to be challenged, to change, develop or do things in a different
way? Are we prepared for the unexpected?
May God bless us all this Christmas time and in the year ahead.
Rosemary
Christ Church
*The Zoom Bible Study Group is open to anyone who would like to join. Dates and joining instructions are available
from Rosemary secretary@ccurc.org.uk
** ‘Unexpected Jesus’ by Anna Robbins, Cover to Cover series published by CWR.org.uk
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Services for December 2021
11:15
5th Holy Communion
12th Toy & Parade Service
19th
24th

Mrs Laura Marlow
Mrs Laura Marlow
Ms. Anna Erikson

25th Christmas Morning (10:30)

Rev. Martin Legg

26th

P.M.

6:00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols

At St. Johns Clay Hill

9:30 pm Christmas Eve Communion Rev. Jonathan. Hyde

AT CHRIST CHURCH (10:30)

Services for January 2022
2nd
9th
16th
23th
30th

P.M.

11:15
Holy Communion

AT CHRIST CHURCH

Mrs Laura Marlow
Rev. Lucy Berry
Mr Terry Silvey
T.B.C.
Rev. Eddie Boon

Duty Elders December 2021
11:15 am

Notes

5th

Clare/Graham

Holy Communion

12th

Terry/Jon

Toy Service

19th

Chris/Emily

24th

25th

Graham/Janice

6:30 pm

Notes

Clare

Christmas Eve Communion (9:30)

Christmas Morning
(10:30)

Duty Elders January 2022
11:15 am

Notes

6:30 pm

2nd

Chris/Terry

Holy Communion

9th

Clare/Emily

Family service

16th

Graham/Jim

23rd

Janice/Jon

Notes

30th

Please note that messages, notices etc. to be read out at the start of services must be with the duty elder at least 15 min
before commencement of the service, or via email asap.
Thank you.
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Dwindling wildlife in Britain

Christmas Presence
(Isa 9:6, 7:14)

Be kind to the wildlife in your garden – what little of it
remains. The UK is one
of the world’s most
nature-depleted
countries, and it may
not even have enough
biodiversity – variety of
plant and animal life –
to prevent an ecological
meltdown.
That is the finding of
new data by the Natural
History Museum. It says
that the UK has an
average of only 53 per
cent of its natural
biodiversity left, well
below
the
global
average of 75 per cent.

Unto us a child is born
To us a son is given…

Worldwide,
scientists
warn that the variety of
plant and animal life of
earth
is
dwindling
fast.
It will have a
serious
impact
on
human
life:
“those
systems
have
lost
enough to mean that we
have to be careful about
relying
on
them
functioning in the way
that we need them to.”

And you will call Him Immanuel,
God with us.
Jesus, God actually with us.
God’s greatest gift,
Born into weakness and vulnerability,
Sharing life’s raw reality,
Family rows, family rejoicing,
Broken relationships, broken hearts,
Grief and great suffering,
Rejection and injustice,
Despair and death.
Yet through it all
Still the gift goes on
Revealing God’s grace and power
And peace to overcome.
This is a gift that cannot be wrapped,
That will never break
Or pass its sell-by date.
This is Jesus,
The greatest gift.
Receive God’s Christmas presence
And walk on with Him.
By Daphne Kitching
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Remembrance Service at Elsyng House Care Home

On Thursday 11th November Mark and myself took part in a service of remembrance at Elsyng Care
Home, Forty Hill. There were a total of nine staff and residents at the service. We remembered, apart
from the usual, the friends and partners of some of the residents and staff from the home. The photo
above shows a few of the residents whose family members were remembered during the service.
It is hoped that we will be able to do a Carol Service in the near future!
Jim
Camels
In Jane’s Christmas
drawing, two of the
camels were
approaching the inn,
over which was pictured
a large star. The third
camel and its rider were
going directly away from
it. “Why is the third man
going in a different
direction?” her mother
asked. Jane replied: “Oh,
he’s looking for a place

Wednesday 3/11/21 saw another sign of return to normal
The Hunger Lunch took place again
after 18 months at St. John’s Clay Hill
15 of us sat down to a soup and bread
meal and enjoyed an enjoyable social
occasion
Money was raised for a charity and we
all remembered 'The needs of others'
Further details by phone 020 8363 1136
Mike
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Sunday 31st October 2021.
Farewell Party.
There was a joint pastorate service at
Christ Church URC, Chase Side, Enfield to
celebrate the ministry of Rev. Mark
Meatcher and his wife Melanie.
The service was attended by members of
Christ Church URC, Bush Hill Park URC as
well as Lancaster Road.
We learnt about the many forms of ‘Good
Bye’ and also about the largest space that
you know of!
Following the service there was a cold
buffet and a farewell presentation.

Presentation of gifts. LtoR Rev. Melanie Smith, Rev. Mark Meatcher, Jim Holliday (Treasurer)
Lancaster Road and Ms. Rosemary Milnes (Secretary) Christ Church.

Dear Friends,
In case you missed our launch event (for whatever reason) please take the opportunity to join in and
watch what was said and done on our YouTube page.

Simply click on the link *and you will find yourself at Enfield Baptist Church joining in the proceedings.
Please do get in touch with our Debt Centre Leader, Jonathan Harris, if you want to know more about
what we're doing, or are interested in volunteering to help in any way. Jonathan's email address
is jonathanharris@capuk.org
Thank you
Enfield Churches Debt Centre Trustees and Steering Group
* link is https://facebook.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e1e72eb522ea570fb0ff6b2b1&id=c9d4804110&e=1de4b53a80
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Nellie and Sue wish everyone at

Lancaster Road Church a very happy
and joyful Christmas and New Year.

God will never become disillusioned with us, because He has no illusions about us in the first place.
8
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Invitation to Christmas lunch at Christ Church
19th December 12.45pm
Please come and join us for a traditional Christmas lunch Turkey
with all the trimmings, selection of desserts followed by coffee
and chocolates. Good company and lots of festive spirit.
Vegetarian option available on request. Catered by Gillians
Catering. £17 per person, needs to be booked and paid for in
advance. Please contact Pamela - pjf_40b@hotmail.com
07775505999
Hope we can celebrate together
Pamela

THANK YOU!
We would both like to thank all our churches for their kind gifts over the past few weeks, and for the many different
opportunities we have had to say “goodbye”.
We will be thinking of you often on the other side of the world, and hope to be back to visit sometime
soon.
Lots of love and prayers,
Mark and Melanie
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Light to Dark with a Touch of Lit
The owls were hooting, the ravens were cawing, and the bats were swooping as we returned to the White
Peak area of Derbyshire and our destination of Ravensdale, a remote spot of just twelve olde worlde
quirky cottages at the end of a steep single-track lane, surrounded by woodland, crags, and a nearby
stream.
Over the years we have enjoyed self-catering holidays in the Peak District in various different locations,
but all within the ‘White Peak’ area. I had always assumed the Dark Peak region was rocky, craggy and
as the name suggests – dark, and for those delighting in rock climbing as opposed to hillwalkers.
However, my views changed in October when we ventured over to the Dark side!
After a visit to Castleton, and seeing to my surprise, grassy hills and fields, and enjoying a walk at Mam
Tor, we felt compelled later in the week to return to the ‘Dark’ side, this time to Hathersage. (I had heard
there is an open-air swimming pool there, so if all else failed – I could swim!) The bustling village has a
main road through it and our visit coincided with a large company’s team building/bonding expedition
from London and Nottingham branches. However, we soon found solitude.
In Charlotte Bronte’s novel ‘Jane Eyre’, the village of Morton is based on Hathersage. ‘The George’
coaching inn is presumed to be where Charlotte stayed in 1845 en route from Yorkshire to the Vicarage
to stay with her friend Ellen Nussey, whose brother Henry was Vicar of Hathersage. St Michael’s
Church gave her the inspiration of Jane’s surname as many of the tombstones belong to the Eyre family.
Numerous gargoyles and Celtic style carved heads decorate the church. There has been a church here for
at least a thousand years. As seen today, the church dates from the mid-1400s. Robert Eyre, then Lord of
the Manor, restored the church and added gargoyles. It was restored again in the mid-1800s. A window
depicts John Bunyan’s Pilgrim climbing the ‘Hill of Difficulty’. In the church grounds is the grave of
Little John, Robin Hood’s legendary companion. The grave was opened in 1784 and was reported to
house the remains of a man seven feet tall! From these grounds there are wonderfully grassy hills and
fields in all directions. Our walk then took us to North Lees Hall, the scene of Thornfield, Mr Edward
Rochester’s three storey house in the ‘Jane Eyre’ novel. Here Jane served as governess, and Mr
Rochester’s wife was imprisoned in the attic, destined to burn! From here we ascended to Stanage Edge.
Keira Knightley was filmed here as Elizabeth Bennet for the BBC dramatisation of Jane Austen’s novel
‘Pride and Prejudice’. She is standing on a rock surveying the area before stepping back into ‘polite’
society and marrying proud Mr Darcy.
Stanage Edge is a joy to behold. It may be craggy, but the views are magnificent in all directions – and
the ‘edge’ is wide enough to dispel and feelings of vertigo! It is a world of curlews, red grouse, and red
ring ouzels – although I am totally unfamiliar and ignorant of the latter! Brave hang-gliders take to the
sky, rock climbers and abseilers tackle the rocky sides, and fell runners and walkers enjoy the top. I am
told that Robin Hood’s cave is near the bottom.
Returning to the ‘Jane Eyre’ novel, after collapsing on the moor whilst fleeing from Thornfield, Jane is
rescued by the Rev St John Rivers and nursed back to health by his sisters at Moor House, now named
Moorseats. The path skirts past and around the house before entering Moorseats Wood. Jane then began a
new life teaching at Morton. Another connection to the novel is Brookfield Manor, known as Vale Hall in
the book. This was the home of Mr Oliver who made his money from a needle factory. At that time
Hathersage was famous for producing needles. Jane teaches at the village school under the false name of
Jane Elliot and is paid an annual salary of £30 by the Oliver family.
This was a walk of contrasts – lush green fields, cows, sheep, birds, stately looking homes, hills, crags,
views, literary associations….It has won me over! The Dark Peak area is just as lovely – perhaps even
more so, and definitely more dramatic than the White Peaks. I didn’t realise what I was missing!
Marion Burdett
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Eternal Father, as we think about Your sons birth over two
thousand year age, help us to remember all those,
throughout the world that are living in times of war and
poverty and so many suffering quietly in loneliness. May
all peoples in this world find peace and love. Help us to
remember all our enemies as well as out friends. Help us
to forgive those that upset us. Not just at this joyous time
of the year but for all time. Lord help us to build Your
church here in Lancaster Road to be more fruitful in
everything we do. To look after the local community as
well as the wider world. Help us to do Your will.
This we ask in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen

A Christmas Gift

Daily Hope phone line
receives more than 550,000
calls

It’s not easy getting the right Christmas present for others,
especially in these uncertain times. However, the Magi’s
gifts were entirely appropriate and help us to understand
God’s gift of Jesus to us.

Daily Hope, a free phone line which offers prayers and
support for callers, receives nearly 20,000 calls every
month. The service, which was launched during the
Covid-19 lockdown, has spent more than 7.15 million
minutes on more than 550,000 calls.

‘On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold
and of incense and of myrrh.’ (Matt 2:11). These were the
expensive kind of gifts that visitors from the east would
bring: gold, frankincense (a plant gum resin used in incense)
and myrrh (another resin used in perfumes).

The phone line originally launched in April 2020, only to
continue in response to ongoing demand once
restrictions were eased.

Who is He?

Daily Hope set up by the Church of England nationally,
has also been supported by Connections, a Missional
Programme to older people based at Holy Trinity
Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in
Later Life.

Gold is a gift for a king. In Jesus, we see a king in baby
clothes. The worship of the wise men was costly, not only in
terms of their gifts but for their lives.

Over the year and a half of service, Daily Hope has
continued to encourage people across the country and
beyond including Australia, Japan, and the United
States.

Frankincense was used by the priests in the temple in
offering sacrifices. Jesus, as the ultimate priest, is the one
who came to bring God and man together. He could do this
because He is both divine and human.

Since the phone line launched, users have been able to
listen to a range of audio, including the Church of
England’s national weekly service, hymns and daily
prayer.

What did it cost Him?

Why did He come?

Myrrh was used to embalm the dead. This gift reminds us
that the baby of Bethlehem would die on the cross to give
His life for us. The wood of the crib and the cross are the
same wood!

Many have messaged Lambeth Palace to express their
thanks for the introduction of the phone line,
particularly for elderly people.

What are we going to offer Him this Christmas? Jesus is
Christ, the king who comes to rule our lives; He’s Lord, the
One who knows what it’s like to be human as well as divine;
and He’s Saviour, who enables us to be friends of God.

A local authority notice: There has been a change of mind
regarding a name for our new housing complex for the
elderly. We feel that St Peter’s Close is inappropriate.

“At Christmas time, when we receive presents that we don’t
really need, God offers us a gift we cannot do without.” – J
John
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Music for the Messiah

Steve Biko – speaking out on
behalf of blacks

Have you noticed that, in the Christmas story, singing
is featured on three occasions?

Steve Biko, the South Africa anti-apartheid activist, was
born 75 years ago, on 18th December 1946, in King
William’s Town. He was a founder of the Black
Consciousness Movement, and he was beaten and left
for dead by state security officers in 1977, aged 30.

Firstly, after Mary was given a message from the angel
Gabriel, and was visiting her elderly and pregnant
relative, Elizabeth. Mary was so overwhelmed with
happiness at the forthcoming miraculous births, she
started to sing.

He was raised in his family’s Anglican Christian faith,
though his father died when he was four. Later, he was
seen by many Africans as a Jesus figure, speaking for the
oppressed and having compassion for them. Many view
the film Son of Man, made in 2006 and the first film
about Jesus with an all-black cast, as reflecting much of
Biko’s life.

Over the years, her words, known as The Magnificat,
have been set to music by various composers. The
hymn Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord is one
example of it. Of course, we don’t know Mary’s
melody line, but her words express God’s promise that
He would rescue His people and through them save
the world. Mary sings of God’s mercy and benevolence
on the helpless, the humble and the hungry.

Biko –full name Bantu Stephen Biko – felt that the Black
Consciousness Movement had to renew Christianity and
make it relevant to black Africans. He rejected violence
as a means of achieving his ends and was known for his
bravery, disregarding consequences for himself.

Months later, in the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds
were confronted with an angel and given an incredible
message: the Saviour, the Messiah had been born. This
was followed by a host of angels who could not help
but sing glory to God. Later, the shepherds saw the
baby Jesus. They then returned home: not in silence
and awe, but in song. They were overwhelmed with an
encounter with Almighty God! Heaven and earth had
been brought together. They simply couldn’t stop
themselves from praising and glorifying God.

Expelled from high school for political activism, Biko
moved to St Francis College, a liberal boarding school in
Natal, and then went to medical school, where he
became involved in the multiracial, moderate National
Union of South African Students, which spoke up for
black rights.

For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men too,
that first Christmas brought in a time of hope: hope for
the helpless, pardon for the guilty, and forgiveness for
the conscious stricken. Good news for those who had
had nothing but bad news!

Quickly dissatisfied, he helped to found the all-Black
South African Students’ Organisation in 1968, and
became its first president. Its principal aim was to
encourage black people to recognise their inherent
dignity and self-worth. Four years later he was one of the
founders of the Black People’s Convention, an umbrella
organisation.

From that time on, people have tried to express their
gratitude, thanks and wonder at God’s love and mercy.
Over the centuries, countless poets and musicians
have composed music for us to sing. At no other time
in the year, is so much music used to describe and
express one moment in history.

On 18th August, 1977, he and a fellow activist were
detained
at
a
roadblock and jailed
in Port Elizabeth.
Nearly a month later
he was found naked
and shackled outside
a hospital in Pretoria,
more than 700 miles
away. He died the
next day of a massive
brain haemorrhage.

Traditionally, December is a time for concerts and
services of Christmas music. We come together to sing
carols and other songs that express the wonder of
God’s Gift to us. Unfortunately, last year, the
coronavirus restricted or even cancelled our musical
festivities. This month, we may be in a better position
to worship together.
Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and
continues to impart faith and heal our spiritual
wounds. Isn’t that something to always sing about? O
come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
14

Lancaster Road United Reformed Church, Enfield

Prayer Handbook - It is 50 years since the URC came
into being. Recognising this significant milestone,
Jubilee: Freed to
Live! is the theme for
the 2022 URC Prayer
Handbook. Available
in A5 standard and
A4 lectern editions.
£5.49-£10.99 +p&p.
While stocks last.
Jim will be placing an
order for these. If
you would like one
please let him know
by the end of
December.

United Reformed Church 50th
Anniversary
Next year will be the 50th anniversary of the united
Reformed Church. It would be great if members,
adherents and friends, either now or from the past,
could submit their stories of the great times from the
past as well as their expectations for the future. Please
submit via email to editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk or
handwritten to Laura in the church. Photo’s also
received with thanks.
We thank God for all the great times from the past and
ask His blessings for the future.

CHURCH FLOWERS FOR
DECEMBER/ JANUARY

Amos Trust Beautiful Resistance
Christmas Carol Tour 2021

December

Join us on tour this winter when we will be hosting our
friends Abdelfattah Abusrour and Sally Azzam Cook and
other guest performers.

5th Mary and Terry Dawson celebrating their
Wedding Anniversary.

Beautiful Resistance Christmas Carol Tour 2021
With Abdelfattah Abusrour from Alrowwad Cultural &
Arts Society joining us in Manchester, Leeds, Oadby nr.
Leicester, Birmingham, and London.

12th Brian Page Remembering Rudolph.

19th Christmas Arrangements.

Each evening of the tour will feature local performers,
films from our partners, poetry, music, and input from
our two guests. Please see below for full details.

26th Christmas Arrangements

January

Thursday 2nd December, 19:00
London, St James’s Piccadilly
197 Piccadilly, London W1J 9LL

2nd Christmas Arrangements

Tickets at £5 from

9th Jim for Mavis’s birthday

https://app.donorfy.com/form/
M1ZI3YVCZ8/christmas-london

16th Marilyn for her Birthday

30th ————————————

Message from Beryl and Paul.
Thank you to everyone for their messages of condolence and prayers for us and Rob, Anna, Charlie and Ella following the
sudden tragic death of our 9 year old grand-daughter Maisie on 29th October. It was a great comfort at this difficult time
to know you were thinking of us.
Beryl and Paul
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Donations for Commitment for Life can be made in the usual ways with the Ref: Com4Life. Thank you.
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Ben & Friends Suppers for Those in Need
We had the final supper of 2021 on Saturday 13th November and hosted 17 guests, the most since before the
pandemic in February 2020. The numbers have been gradually increasing and with the winter evenings now
upon us, we hope that we can provide not only hearty meals, but warm surroundings and a friendly and safe
environment. Thanks to the volunteers who gave of their time to enable the evening to go ahead.
You will see that we have restyled the suppers “for those in need” as what we offer, are free meals for all
deserving people whatever their circumstances.
We have planned seven suppers for next year with the first on Saturday 8th January, doors opening at 6pm
and serving the meal at 6.30pm. This has traditionally had a Christmas party atmosphere, but whilst it’ll be
scaled down considerably because of the ongoing pandemic, our guests will still be enjoying a Christmas
meal.
We are always on the lookout for more volunteers to join the pool, which has become reduced during the last
year. Please have a word with me if you can help and of course, we always value your prayer support.

Graham

Funds Report.
I am happy to report that of the two things that we agreed to raise funds for, the new notice board at the hall and the
sewing machine for Caroline (BOHCM), that the BOCHM has now been completed. The total being £250.00. Thanks to
everyone that contributed to this. However we have only raised £100.00 of the total cost of £629.00 for the Hall
Noticeboard leaving a sum of £529.00 still to raise.
The Food Hub is slightly different as we are continually needing funds for this, and it is part of our Communion Fund.
During the year we have raised a total of £3915.16 of which we have spent £3236.88 (as of 18th November 2021). This
included two large grants from Enfield Council, totalling £2780.00, a large donation from a private doner of £500.00 and
another doner of £100.00 and another from YPCF of £100.00.
We thank all that have donated in anyway such as helping on a Wednesday morning, supplying eggs, donating money,
collecting food from various outlets, to Revs. Mark and Martin who are there most weeks (sadly not Mark for much longer)
to greet everyone with their infectious smiles and lastly but by no means least, the main backbone organiser, our very own
secretary and her husband,
Clare and Tony, who
without them this great
venture would probably not
have lasted after Zebra
Charity finished. Thanks to
you all. Please keep it up,
and the flow of donations.

In future I’ll attempt to
keep up to date with funds
that we have agreed to
raise.
With every blessing to you
all,

Jim
Treasurer.
God didn’t promise a life with Him would be easy or painless; He just promised it would be worth it.
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Church Diary

Hi all,

It’s nice to be back with you all. Hope you have a great Christmas. How many of you didn't notice I had
been away on my holidays for a year?
All the best Church Diary.
Wednesday 1st

December

Elders Meeting

7:30 pm

Small Hall, Armfield Road

Friday

3rd

December

Coffee Morning

10-12 noon Church Lounge

Saturday

4th

December

Coffee Morning

10-12 noon Small Hall, Armfield Road

Sunday

5th

December

Parade of Light

Passes our church at approx. 4:30 Coffee & Chocolate

Wednesday 8th

December

Morning Bible Study 9:45 am

Church Lounge

Why not come and
join us?

We are back! Every
Friday
Fundraising

Tuesday

14th December

Evening Bible Study
Group

8:15 pm

Church Lounge

Everyone welcome

Sunday

19th December

Service of Carols
and Nine Lessons

6:00 pm

St. John’s C of E Church, Clay Hill

All will be made
most welcome.

Morning Bible Study 9:45 am

Church Lounge

Why not come and
join us?

Wednesday 11th January

Evening Bible Study
Group

8:15 pm

Church Lounge

Everyone welcome

Wednesday 12th January

Members Meeting

7:30 pm

Small Hall , Armfield Road

Also via ZOOM

Wednesday 19th January

Morning Bible Study 9:45 am

Church Lounge

Why not come and
join us?

Wednesday 25th January

Evening Bible Study
Group

Church Lounge

Everyone welcome

Wednesday 5th

January

8:15 pm

Safeguarding Training
Safeguarding training is available for the Foundation and Intermediate modules. To book for this training, please email your
name, church, role and preferred date to: safeguarding@urcthamesnorth.org.uk
Dates for foundation courses next year are;
11th January 2022 12pm, 8th February 2022 6.30pm (This training will last approximately 2 hours )
The roles mandated to attend this training are:
Managers of Synod Safeguarding Officers / Advisors, Church Safeguarding Coordinators, Deputy Church Safeguarding
Coordinator, Members of the Safeguarding Advisory Group (or its successor), Synod Safeguarding Committees and Reference
Groups, Active Ministers and CRCWs (including retired ministers who meet the requirements of active ministry), Synod
Moderators, Youth and Children Workers including volunteer leaders, Youth and Children’s Workers (volunteer helpers), Adult
Workers including volunteer leaders, Adult Workers (volunteer helpers), Managers of Children, Youth and Adults Workers
Pastoral Workers / Visitors, Synod Clerks, Section O Investigation, Commission and Appeal Panel Members, Worship Leaders
and Assembly Accredited Lay Preachers, URC Trustees and Synod Trustees
Elders as local church trustees.

THIS IS A MANDATORY COURSE FOR ALL ELDERS.
*Please note that you will be required to enrol and attend the Foundation training before being enrolled on to the
Intermediate training, despite any previous workplace training or expertise.
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PRAYER FOR FAIRTRADE

What’s on in Enfield Town.

All loving God of justice and mercy, move Your Holy Spirit
within us: To Consider those that work to produce the
goods that we enjoy, but who are not justly rewarded for
their labour.
To have care for the producers who struggle to find the
resources to feed their families, to send their children to
school, or to live safely and comfortably.

4th
December

Library Green

12-6pm

Christmas Fun.

5th
December

Palace Gardens
and Market
Place

12-6pm

More Christmas
Fun

Church Coffee
Morning

To be concerned about the injustice which allows some
people to amass great wealth, whilst others lack the basic
needs of life.
To devote time to think about the way in which we shop.
To support those traders and businesses who treat people
fairly.

Saturday 4th December

To witness Your loving care for creation in the daily
decisions that we make.

10am – 12 noon

And to love You by by doing everything we can to treat ALL
people with respect.

Armfield Road Hall

We pray in the name of Your Son, that we too will stand
with the invisible, the forgotten and marginalised and share
in the heavenly kingdom that is theirs.
Amen

Enfield Parade of Light
The Enfield Parade of Light was first held ten years
ago in 2011 as a positive response to the riots that
had taken place locally earlier that year. It soon
became a much-loved event in the Enfield calendar
and is a spectacular and joyous occasion. This year
the parade will take place on Sunday 5 December
and is scheduled to pass our church at 4.30pm. We
will be opening up the church and shining coloured
lights out through the front windows . If anyone
would like to come and stand outside the church to
view the parade, wave, hand out sweets and flyers,
etc, you would be very welcome to do so.
This year all money collected in the buckets en
route will go towards Enfield Living Memorial.
This project is creating a heart-shaped glade of trees
in Enfield Town Park with a sculpture at its centre
to remember all Enfield residents who lost their
lives during the covid pandemic. (For further
information
about
this
project
visit
enfieldlivingmemorial.org)

Refreshments are also available
during the morning
Come along and pick up some
Christmas Bargains and enjoy a
coffee and chat
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Mission in Lancaster Road
Mr J. Neville and Dr Ridge held open air services in New Lane (which was renamed Lancaster Road
in 1887) to meet the spiritual needs of the growing population in what was then one of the poorer
parts of Enfield. A tree trunk was used as a pulpit and Dr Ridge played the cornet to accompany the
singing before a corrugated iron church costing
£100 was erected in 1880.
In 1885 a permanent building for Christ Church
Hall Mission was constructed at a cost of £998 by
Messrs Tinsons on the corner of Browning Road
and what is now Lancaster Road. The iron church
was sold and dismantled and then re-erected in
Acacia Road to become St Luke’s Church.
Mr Neville was Superintendent of the Mission
until 1888 when the work was continued by Dr
Ridge and others in collaboration with a committee appointed by Christ
Church. Dr Ridge was also Sunday School Superintendent and founder and
first Captain of the 1st Enfield Company of The Boys’ Brigade in 1888. He was a strong supporter of the Band of Hope
temperance movement which advocated total abstinence from the consumption of alcohol and published several tracts about
the evils of drink.
Dr Ridge opened the British Workman coffee tavern in Baker Street and in 1881 opened the Duke of Lancaster coffee tavern in
Silver Street which also offered tea and cocoa and had a bagatelle room and 12 bedrooms. Dr Ridge also worked at the
Temperance Hospital in London. Attitudes towards the consumption of alcohol had clearly changed among Nonconformists
since Zion Chapel was founded by a retired innkeeper 100 years earlier!
The Christ Church Hall Mission was expanded with halls in Armfield Road built by Allen Fairhead at a cost of £4,300. The
opening and dedication service took place on 25th September 1909. Revd Dr John George James, the minister of Christ
Church, conducted the service and Revd Henry Storer Toms, the
previous minister of Christ Church, gave the address. The main
hall was designed to be dual purpose with services held on
Sundays and other church activities during the week. However the
building in Lancaster Road was retained and was later refurbished
to continue serving as the church, leaving the buildings in
Armfield Road to be used as halls. Groups using the halls included
the Sunday School, Band of Hope, Boys’ Brigade, Guides and
Brownies.
The Mission became independent from Christ Church in 1917 and
is now Lancaster Road United Reformed Church. It shared its most
recent minister, Revd Mark Meatcher, with Christ Church and Bush Hill Park United Reformed Churches in a joint pastorate.
For more information see Lancaster Road United Reformed Church 1885-2010 by Revd Roy Eames, Jim Holliday and others.
With thanks to Mr. Stephen Gilburt of Christ Church for the above that was originally published in Christ Church‘s magazine.

Sunday 30th January 2022
Joint Service @ Christ Church 11.15am
led by Rev. Eddie Boon (Synod Discipleship Enabler)

We are really excited to welcome Eddie along to lead the morning
service on the 30th January. This will be followed by a fellowship
lunch and then an afternoon appreciative workshop session
together of about 2hrs (ending around 3pm).
This workshop session ‘picking up the pieces’ is to help local
congregations/ groups explore and move deeper into Christian
discipleship, both as local churches and individuals in this new
season that we find ourselves and to generate some further vision
and action steps. More information to follow….
Clare (Secretary)
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Dear friends,
At the start of 2021 we were filled with hope. Nothing could be as challenging as the
previous year…. could it? The miracle of the vaccination programme was beginning
to be rolled out. Life would return to normal before too long. But, of course, it
wasn’t until Easter that some churches re-opened and indeed many waited until
much later in the year. Even then some members still feel uncomfortable about
Photo by Dayne Topkin on Unsplash
attending in person. Live streaming and Zoom services which had become very
strange new phenomena for last year continue to play a central part in the life of many churches.
Last year was a wakeup call about some of the injustices in our world. Marcus Rashford used his status as a Premiership
football player to highlight family food poverty. The Government very quickly, with the onset of the pandemic, ensured that
some of the most vulnerable were supported through the Furlough Scheme and the additional Universal Credit top up
payment of £20 – things that continued into this year. The death of George Floyd made the world stop and consider that Black
Lives Matter. The stories of historical and contemporary discrimination and persecution opened our eyes to the reality of what
it is like to be part of an ethnic minority group not just in other parts of the world but here in our own nation and local
communities.
Over the last 20 months we have experienced as individuals, churches and communities some of the darkest of days and yet
there have been some glorious glimmers of hope. And as 2021 comes to a close there is much to give thanks for, but the
challenges continue, and the biggest frustration is that there are some times when it seems that we have forgotten the lessons
learned.
I was excited about taking on my new role as Moderator. I came into post knowing that there would be joys and
challenges….and that has certainly proven to be the case. The Spirit is at work in small and bigger ways through his people –
you and me. The churches in Thames North Synod demonstrate that we are all one in Christ, whatever our background and
whatever our age. But these have been, and continue to be, challenging times with Ministers under great pressure because of
having to minister more widely as well as leading churches into a post pandemic world (and of course that also applies to
Elders, Office Holders and volunteers generally) and churches are anxious about what the future holds.
As we move into the Advent season (again) it is an opportunity to rediscover hope. Surely God has given seasons like a
heartbeat to keep us alive. Surely that is true of Advent with its important focus on hope. No doubt at the end of 2022 there
will still be challenges but in the meantime we are called to live, share and proclaim the message of hope which is at the heart
of the Scriptures, our faith and the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Myself and my family (Linda, Nathan, Emily, Jacob and Reuben) would like to wish you a happy Christmas and a peaceful New
Year. Despite the frustrations of living and commuting from Surrey and searching for a new home, we can now look forward to
moving to Watford in early December which will complete our new beginnings in Thames North Synod.
May the words of the prophet Isaiah encourage us all and fill us with hope as we finish 2021 and move into 2022.

A green Shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stump,

from his roots a budding Branch.

Dear God, so far today I haven’t gossiped, lost my temper, been greedy or selfish, but I shall be getting out of bed soon and
then I will need your help.
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2021 DECEMBER PRAYER DIARY
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Pray for all who have birthdays this month.
Pray for the 5th Brownies as they meet together tonight.
Pray for the 5th Guides meeting this evening.
Pray for the coffee morning in the small hall.

Sun.

5th

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th

2nd ADVENT SUNDAY. As we prepare for the coming of Jesus we know God kept his promise to
send a Saviour.
Pray for the Boy's Brigade meeting this evening.
Pray for the 20 people killed in explosion's at a military hospital in Kabul.
Pray for the train driver seriously hurt in Salisbury when his train derailed.
Pray for the 11th Guides together tonight.
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY. Ask God to help those who work for human rights for everyone.
Pray for the police hurt in demonstrations outside Parliament.
3rd ADVENT SUNDAY. We can have joy in our hearts because we know Jesus was born.
Pray that those at COP26 come to some agreement to save the planet and will act.
Pray for the evening Bible Study taking place in the Church Lounge.
Pray for the taxi driver who was injured when a bomb went off in his taxi in Liverpool.

Thur. 16th Pray for a village in Southern India that will be under water within 10 years because of climate
change.
Fri. 17th Pray for the hot air balloonist who had a safe landing over France after breaking a record of more
than 3500m.
Sat. 18th Pray for the 100 people killed when a tanker exploded in Sierra Leone.
Sun. 19th 4th ADVENT SUNDAY. We thank God for sending Jesus to save us all because he loved us so much.
Mon. 20th Pray for God's love that He will work things out for the best in your life.
Tues. 21st Pray for the residents of a town in Canada which burned down in a day due to record temperatures,
and are now homeless.
Wed. 22nd Pray for the 10 Egyptian peacekeepers wounded with 6 burnt to death in Ghana after bus accident.
Thur. 23rd Pray for grace to be able to rest and become aware of God's presence.
Fri. 24th Pray for those killed and injured and the rescuers when a building collapsed in Nigeria.
Sat.

25th

Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

26th
27th
28th
29th

PRAISE GOD, JESUS IS BORN.

ST. STEPHEN'S DAY. Pray for all who serve the poor.
ST. JOHN'S DAY. Pray for those who console the bereaved at the worst times.
Pray for joy and a sense of humour in these trying times.
Pray for the civilians killed in Burkina Faso attacks.
Thur. 30th An 11year old girl was diagnosed with a brain tumour the day before she started Secondary School.
Pray for her and her family.
Fri. 31st Pray for the residents of Cedar Park Road.

Closing date for articles, pictures etc will be Sunday January 20th .
After this date stories may be held over until the next issue, March. Please do not
format stories as I will only have to change it to make it fit in the available space. Thank
you.
editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk or by hand to Laura or Jim.
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2022 JANUARY PRAYER DIARY
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Thur. 6th
Fri.

7th

Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.

8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th

Fri.

14th

Sat.

15th

Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.

16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th

Wed. 26th
Thur. 27th
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.

28th
29th
30th
31st

Pray for those people who are bereaved and suffering.
Pray for people in nursing homes and for the nurses and doctors who care for them.
Pray for any who are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this month.
Pray for the 99year old man who cycled 2348 miles on an exercise bike and won a silver medal.
Pray for the morning Bible Study in the church.
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY. We pray for those who give the gifts they have, talents, money, sympathy
and time.
Pray for the friends and relatives of the 5 dead when a car ploughed into a Christmas celebration in
America.
Pray for2 missionary hostages who were kidnapped in Haiti and have now been released.
Pray for Peng Shuai the tennis player who has disappeared in China.
Pray for all our Church family whether they can attend Church or are far away.
Pray for Mark and Melanie that they will find this new venture satisfying and be very happy.
Pray that you will be open to the Holy Spirit guiding you.
ST. HILARY'S DAY. Pray for all persecuted for their faith.
Pray for Max the 12year old boy who has slept in his tent for 600 nights and raised £680,00 for North
Devon Hospice. How Brilliant!!!!
Pray that this hormone treatment to prevent early miscarriage is as good as it seems to be.
Pray for Terry as he takes our morning service today.
Pray for the Boys Brigade meeting again after the Christmas holidays.
Pray for all the people killed in a bus crash in Bulgaria.
Pray for the 11th Brownies and Guides as they meet seperately tomorrow.
ST. FABIAN'S DAY. Pray for street preachers and all who spread the Christian faith.
Pray for the 5th Guides meeting together tonight.
Pray for a clear mind to be able to communicate better with others.
Pray that God's guidance will lead us into choosing the right preacher for our Churches.
Pray for ourselves that God will help us to cope with any problems we encounter in our lives.
Pray for God's protection over those people sleeping rough.
Pray for researchers who study N.M.D. and hope they can find a cure or at least somehow slow this
terrible disease down.
INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY. Pray that atrocities or torture will never happen
again.
Pray for teachers trying to educate and keep children safe amid this covid pandemic,
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES' DAY. Pray for all hospital workers.
WORLD LEPROSY ERADICATION DAY. Pray that this terrible disease will soon be no more.
Pray for the residents of Hillside Crescent.

Toy Service and Parade Service
Sunday December 12th at 11.15am
led by Mrs Laura Marlow
At this service, members of our Church and its organisations donate new or nearly new toys (not soft toys) to
support children and their families who are looked after by Cheviots Children's Disability Service, which is a multiagency service for children and young people with learning, sensory and physical disabilities. These toys and gifts
are always received with joy and thanks. If you could please leave them unwrapped so that Cheviots can ensure
that they are appropriate for the children’s needs.
Thank you
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