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Vi sion 2020

Twel ve mont hs ago we wrote i n our church ma g
programme | aunched by the United Reformed Chu
designed to help us all/l |l ook at our mission pur
None of wus, we are sure, would have exXjp®chwedch
woul d have changed in the | ast twelve months as
Transferring what we do online, di stributing p
with others when we have not been able to be pl
a challenge for all of wus.

But as -wengieder those statements that Vision 2
somet hing happened t o us i n our churches t he
standing stil!] as Christian communities or has

The ten statements of Vision 2020 urged us -to |

Spirituality and Prayer, |l dentity, Christia
Communi ty partnerships, Hospitality and Di ver
Growt h, Gl obal Partnerships, Justice and Peace
Think for a moment or two about each of ‘those
those have changed, devel oped or been affectec
2020.

Pl eased doinmply read this pawmpe&keardmegnrnadrmee iotut t
pray through these things.

For us this past year has been an i mmense <chal
We are also very conscious that in all/l ' i kel i h
the weeks and months ahead.

We hope that we wil/ be able to encourage grow
and the East Hertfordshire Local Area Group in
ahead but nothing wildl happen wunl ess all of us
foll ow igm fChotistteps and obey whatever the Holy
So, as we prepare for a New Year, and what we
one for al |l of us, | et usd oweaernd otua Wbhe drvaast oal

toward the goal for the prize of the ohePahvidnlpyi
3:14)

May God be with you all/l at the start of the New

Peace and Love

Your mi ni st
Mar k and Mel
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CHRISTMAS 2020

Dear friends,

“Today in the town of David a Saviour has been
born to you, he is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2 v 11

May | take this opporiunity to send greetings to you this Christmas and | hope that, despite these
difficult times, you will be able to celebrate the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ with hope and
expectation.

| look forward to meeting many of you in person after moving house early next year. | know that
you will hold the congregations, staff and people of our Synod in your prayers as we begin a new
year with all the opportunities and challenges that it will bring. We especially remember our
Moderator Andrew who will be retiring during the year and for George who will be taking up this
important leadership ministry in succession.

| thought it might be good to let you know some things that | am planning that | hope that will be an
encouragement to you and your congregations.

Firsthy, | am planning to prepare and record some short messagesfsermons through 2021 based
on the Gospel of Mark which | hope will encourage us all in our discipleship everyday. it may be
that this will fit with those of our churches using the lectionary in 2021 and you are free to
download them and use them in your church in whatever way is useful to you or as part of your
planned online worship. The first one is available now to you as a short Christmas message based
on Mark 1:1-3 {See below)

https://vimeo.com,/491610329

Click on the image on the left or the link above to watch the video
Or if all else fails then paste the link into your browser!

Secondly, and as a follow up to the anline gathering | hosted back in November | am planning four
more in the new year with dates yet to be confirmed. These will seek to positively and
appreciatively address some of the areas that those people present identified They will be
advertised through the normal channels but if you want to know more please get in touch:

We replicate what we celebrate

A chance to share some stones from cur church or personal experience to encourage us at this time
Drawing outside the lines

A comversation about intergenerational Christian discipleship today

Digesting the digital

A conversation about our use of digital techmnology (Practical and values)

Can less be more?
A conversation about the particular possibilities for discipleship in our smaller churches

Thirdly and finally, | am working on some digital online platforms to help us connect together next
year and so that we can build an online community to encourage each other in our discipleship.
Watch this spacel

With love and best wishes to you all in Christ

Fldow Heen

Eddie Boon - Discipleship Enabler (URC Thames Morth Synod)
disc.enab@urcthamesnorth.org. uk
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£.USE PLASTICS

AVOID SINGL

What's the problem?

There has been a huge increase in the use of
disposable items during the Covid-19 pandemic,
especially single-use plastics, which is having a
major environmental impact.

Plastic is a significant contributor to climate change,
as it generates greenhouse gas emissions at every

stage of its lifecycle.

Plastic waste has an enormously detrimantal effect
on our rivers, oceans and wildlife. It can choke or
smother fish, dolphins, seabirds and seals. No square
mile of surface ocean anywhere on earth is free of
plastic pollution. It takes hundreds of years to break
down, and the effects of microplastics on eco-
systems are only just beginning to be understood.

“Cowvid will eventually go away, plastic waste
won't, it’s here forever.” Dr Christian Durnn, Bangor
Liniversity

Isn't plastic essential to protect us from the virus?

ltems made of single-use plastic have undoubtably
been important in the fight against Covid-19,
especially for protective equipment for frontline
health and care workers.

However, in non-clinical settings, there is no
evidence that disposable plastic versions of products
such as gloves, facemasks or food and drink
packaging give any greater protection against
coronavirus than reusable equivalents.

What can we do?

There are a wide range of alternatives to using
disposable single-use plastic items — see opposite.
To protect health and reduce the risk of transmission
of the virus, good hygiene practices and risk

management measures also continue to be vital.

“#s a body of people committed to caring for
God’s creation, our intent is to reduce our carbon
footprint, improve recycling, minimise waste and
improve efficiencies on finite natural resources in
all of our operations.” URC Environmental Policy

Froduced by the URLC's Emvironmental Task Group, Movembser 2000

during the pandemic

Facemasks: The government recommends reusable
face coverings to the general public. Ressarch by
consumer group Which? found that well-fitting two-
or three-layer fabric masks are just as effective at
filtering out bacterial particles as single-use surgical
miasks. It recommends: MNEQI Reusable Face Masks,
£15 for three, available from Boots and Ocado, and
Bags of Ethics Great British Designers Face
Coverings, £15 for three, available at John Lewis,
Boots, Sainsbury's, Argos and Waitrose.

If half of the UK’s population used one disposable
mask a day for a year, it would create more than
30,000 tonnes of contaminated plastic waste. UCL

Gloves: Accordine to Which? disposable surgical
gloves are not generally needed for the general
public: “Gloves are just as likely to become
contaminated when out and about, so instead of
throwing away a pair of gloves each time you go out,
washing your hands or using sanitiser are better
options. Wearing gloves may also give the false
impression of hand hygiene, while forgetting to
change your gloves would be just as bad as
forgetting to wash your hands.™

Reusable cups, food containers, & shopping bags:
In June 2020, g study by health experts concluded
that during the pandemic “reusable systems can be
used safely by employing basic hygiena”.

Disposable cups and plates: There are various
alternatives to plastic cups and tableware, such as
compostable plant-based Vegware vegware com
and ‘I'm a Green Cup’ Bio Cups from
simplyecopackaging co.uk and other suppliers.

Cleaning: Current povernment advice is that there is
no need to use additional personal protective
equipment, special antibacterial wipes or other
disposable products when cleaning in non-
healthcare settings during the pandemic. The
recommendation is to clean and launder more often,

using standard products.

Eco-friendly cleaning ifie

products in refillable Unlted

containers are becoming Reformed
Church

available in many places.
Wi arearg Uk
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Fnfield Enfield Churches Debt Centre Leader
Churches
D bt This is an exciting opportunity to join a rapidly growing movement of people who
e are working together to tackle one of the biggest social problems facing us today.
Centre
The Enfield Debt Centre Leader is a paid part time role (16 hours per week) on the
frontline of meeting with those locally who are struggling with financial debt.

The role will be to work with them (assisted by 'Christians Against Poverty') to move
them towards being debt free and to partner with local churches to give them
opportunities to discover the saving love of the Lord Jesus.

The main requirements for applying for this role are that you be a passionate
follower of Jesus with a heart for the poor and the lost. To find out more about the

role and request the job description, please email us:

enfieldchurchesdebtcentre@gmail.com




